
the Mghan air farce."
Gee, dO'yau think? Wepay

the freight far the war, aur
saldiers die in the cause, but
when it carnes to' spending
taxpayer maney an equip-
ment, the dallars (and jabs)
gO' to' Russia?

On this deal the Pentagan
is wrong, the Obama ad-
ministratian is wrong, and
lawmakers whO'anly want
to' "cansider" and put the
U.S."amang the aptians" are
wrang. If there ever was a
case where "Buy American"
shauld be the ane and anly
aptian, this is it.

The warld has gane bon-
kers and I can prave it! Sev-
eral news saurces repartthat
the Army is ditching VelcrO'
as a pocket clasure an its
unifarms. They began test-
ing alternatives last year. At
ane paint sameane thaught
perhaps asking the saldiers
in the field their apinians
might be warthwhile, sa the
Army did a survey. Only 11
percent af saldiers wanted
to' keep the VelcrO'.Anather
29percent liked snaps. But
a whapping 60percent were
praponents an a new high-
tech salutiO'n to' the problem
af pocket clasures breaking
free and thus allawing pocket
cantents to' spill upan the
graund. The new item is si-
lent, does nat clag with dirt,
is imperviaus to' heat and
cald, is easily repaired in the
field, and almast never fails
to' keep a packet clased. The
high-tech discavery? Buttans.
Saunds bankers, but it's true.

JIM NEFFis a local columnist.
Comments to neftzone@gmail.
com. Read Neff Zone columns
online at www.neffzone.com/cadil-
lacnews.

aircraft fram far
the Iraq, Pakistan
and Mghanistan
armies.
Yau might as-

sume the easy
answer wauld be
"fram companies in
the United States."
This wauld be
lagical because the
U.S.A.has spent
billians af dallars
and thausands af
lives in these cess-
paals aver the past
decade.

The unbelievable
answer is Russia.
Sa far, accarding
to' the Wall Street
Jaurnal: "Pakistan

has received 10Russian~made
helicapters at U.S.taxpayer
expense and U.S.caunter-
insurgency funds have paid
far the averhaul af a dazen
Pakistani (helicapters). Iraq's
military aperates a fleet af 18
(Russian made helicapters)
with anather 22an arder,
eight af which were paid
far by the U.S.gavernment.
The Department af Defense
has baught 31(Russian he-
licapters) far Mghanistan's
security farces and the pend-
ing defense budget far fiscal
2011includes a $180millian
request far the procurement
af 10additianal far Mghani-
stan."

The WSJ reparts: "Same
U.S.lawmakers want the gav-
ernment to' cansider buying
American-made equipment
to' suppart the U.S.ecanamy.
The Hause versian af the
fiscal 2011defense-authari-
zatian bill says U.S.-made
helicapters shauld be amang
the aptians when the U.S.
cansiders buying aircraft far
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there wauld be a
cry af alarm cam-
ing from aur elect-
ed leaders abaut
shady dealings in
the ail industry,
wauldn't yau? Well
that's nat gaing to'
happen because, ac-
carding to' a repart
in the Daily Beast,
because: ':-\t the
moment, ail and
gas campanies are
an track to' shat-
ter their recard af
tatal cantributians
from the last nan.
presidential elec-
tian cycle, in 2006...
the industry is an
pace to' spend mare
than $27millian - the mast
ever in a campaign year nat
invalving the White Hause."

Tap recipients af this
spending spree include Rep.
Joe Bartan (R-Texas) $100,470
and Rep.Ray Blunt (R-Ma.)
$133,000. Amang the tap 10
recipients af ail maney, six
are Republicans and faur are
Demacrats, but ail maney is
being spread at all levels af
gavernment.

The pathetically hilari-
aus part af all this is that
incumbents are slapping the
ail industry with ane hand,
callecting ail maney with the
ather hand, and at the same
time can't figure aut why vat-
ers aut there in America are
sa disgusted with them.

On to' Mghanistan, Ameri-
ca's langest running war and
a majar reasan why aur ecan.
amy is in such taugh shape.
This will make yau want to'
hit yaurself in the head with
a ball-peen hammer - guess
where the Pentagan pra-
pases to' buy helicapters and

In the caurse af daing
research far this calumn, I
sometimes come upon things
that make my jaw drap. Far
example, with all the caver-
age af BP's explaits in the
Gulf, I really wasn't up to'
speed abaut Transocean, the
company that actually awns
the deepwater platfarm.

Accarding to' the New
Yark Times, the campany is
knawn far "testing local laws
and regulatians." Amang
ather things, Transocean is
accused af being invalved in
a drilling praject in which
maney is being laundered
far the cauntry af Myanmar,
"a repressive gavernment
which is under United States
trade sanctians."

In additian, Transacean
"has disclased in Securities
and Exchange Cammissian
filings that its drilling equip-
ment was shipped thraugh
Iran and that ... it did busi-
ness in Syria. The State De-
partment says Syria and Iran
sponsar terrarism."

In Narway, Transacean
is the focus af a criminal
investigatian intO'tax fraud
to the tune af $840millian. A
similar tax fraud case is un-
derway in Brazil. And in the
U.S. "a federal bankruptcy
judge recently faund that ane
af Transocean's merger part-
ners had repeatedly abused
the legal system to' try to'
avaid patentialliabilitY in a
pollutian case in Louisiana."

The bottam line is that
Transocean's recard is tar-
ball dirty all aver the warld.
That said, drilling campanies
like BP continue to' d()pqsi-..
ness with these dudes. Gee,
nO' potential far prablems un-
der this scenariO', eh?
'. Now yau might think that


