In the course of doing
research for this column, I

- -sometimes come upon things

that make my jaw drop. For
example, with all the cover-
age of BP’s exploits in the
Gulf, I really wasn’t up to
speed about Transocean, the
company that actually owns
the deepwater platform.

According to the New
York Times, the company is
known for “testing local laws
and regulations.” Among
other things, Transocean is
accused of being involved in
adrilling project in which
money is being laundered
for the country of Myanmar,
“a repressive government
which is under United States
trade sanctions.” .

In addition, Transocean
“has disclosed in Securities
and Exchange Commission
filings that its drilling equip-
ment was shipped through
Iran and that ...it did busi-
ness in Syria. The State De-
partment says Syria and Iran
sponsor terrorism.”

In Norway, Transocean
is the focus of a criminal
investigation into tax fraud
to the tune of $840 million. A
similar tax fraud case is un-
derway in Brazil. And in the
U.S. “a federal bankruptcy
Jjudge recently found that one
of Transocean’s merger part-
ners had repeatedly abused
the legal system to try to
avoid potential liability in a
pollution case in Louisiana.”

The bottom line is that
Transocean’s record is tar-
ball dirty all over the world.
That said, drilling companies
like BP continue to do busi-_
ness with these dudes. Gee,

‘no potential for problems un-

.der this scenario, eh?
.. Now you might think that
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Top recipients of this
spending spree include Rep.
Joe Barton (R-Texas) $100,470
and Rep. Roy Blunt (R-Mo.)
$133,000. Among the top 10
recipients of oil money; six
are Republicans and four are
Democrats, but oil money is
being spread at all levels of
government.

The pathetically hilari-
ous part of all this is that
incumbents are slapping the
oil industry with one hand,
collecting oil money with the
other hand, and at the same
time can’t figure out why vot-
ers out there in America are
so disgusted with them.

On to Afghanistan, Ameri-
ca’s longest running war and
a major reason why our econ-
omy is in such tough shape.
This will make you want to
hit yourself in the head with
a ball-peen hammer — guess
where the Pentagon pro-
poses to buy helicopters and

has received 10 Russian-made
helicopters at U.S. taxpayer
expense and U.S. counter-
insurgency funds have paid
for the overhaul of a dozen
Pakistani (helicopters). Iraq’s
military operates a fleet of 18

" (Russian made helicopters)

with another 22 on order;
eight of which were paid
for by the U.S. government.
The Department of Defense
has bought 31 (Russian he-
licopters) for Afghanistan’s
security forces and the pend-
ing defense budget for fiscal
2011 includes a $180 million
request for the procurement
of 10 additional for Afghani-
stan.”

The WSJ reports: “Some
U.S. lawmakers want the gov-
ernment to consider buying
American-made equipment
to support the U.S. economy.
The House version of the
fiscal 2011 defense-authori-
zation bill says U.S.-made
helicopters should be among
the options when the US.
considers buying aircraft for

the Afghan air force.”

Gee, do you think? We pay
the freight for the war, our
soldiers die in the cause, but
when it comes to spending
taxpayer money on equip-
ment, the dollars (and jobs)
go to Russia?

On this deal the Pentagon
is wrong, the Obama ad-
ministration is wrong, and
lawmakers who only want
to “consider” and put the
U.S. “among the options” are
wrong. If there ever was a
case where “Buy American”
should be the one and only
option, this is it.

The world has gone bon-
kers and I can prove it! Sev-
eral news sources report that
the Army is ditching Velcro
as a pocket closure on its
uniforms. They began test-
ing alternatives last year. At
one point someone thought
perhaps asking the soldiers
in the field their opinions
might be worthwhile, so the
Army did a survey. Only 11
percent of soldiers wanted
to keep the Velcro. Another
29 percent liked snaps. But
a whopping 60 percent were
proponents on a new high-
tech solution to the problem
of pocket closures breaking
free and thus allowing pocket
contents to spill upon the
ground. The new item is si-
lent, does not clog with dirt,
is impervious to heat and
cold, is easily repaired in the
field, and almost never fails
to keep a pocket closed. The
high-tech discovery? Buttons.
Sounds bonkers, but it’s true.
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