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way is Dlore than
100Dliles away.
In the event of a
Dlajor spill, DlOun-
tains of eDlergency
gear and personnel
would travel huge
distances over
narrow logistical
corridors (arctic
weather perDlit-
ting), and be Dlet
by a shortage of
everything froDl
lodging to boats
capable of pulling
oil containDlent
booDls.There is
no proven technol-
ogy for containing,
let alone cleaning
up, a blowout or
catastrophic spill in shifting
ice. And, the nearest Coast
Guard station is Dlore than a
thousand Dliles away." Gee,
given these conditions the
idea to "drill, baby, drill" is
just dandy, don't you think?
The only thing saving Alaska
right now is a "big govern-
Dlent" DloratoriUDlon new
offshore drilling.
Onward to the topic of

Dloney and wonderful ideas
on how to spend it. One such
idea has been for the United
States to layout $26billion
sq far to train the Afghani-
stan arDlY(with $1billion
added to that total each
Dlonth). President Obanaa
and President Bush before
hiDl thought this was a really
good idea. Good?Yoube the
judge.

VVhenit CODlesto ideas
SODleare good and SODleare
bad. A great exanaple of a
really bad, in fact downright
awful, idea is related to the
Gulf oil spill. If you think
the spill by BP in the Gulf
is horrendous, I don't know
what word you would use to
describe what Royal Dutch
Shell wants to do off the
north shore of Alaska.
According to USAToday

writer Nick Jans, a resident
of Alaska for 20years, Shell
wants to drill a deep water
well in "perhaps the DloSt
potentially catastrophic off-
shore drilling environDlent
on earth."
Like Bp,Shell has not been

required to produce an ad-
equate contingency plan in
the event of a blowout. The
geniuses at the Mineral Man.
ageDlent Service figured" ...
such events were deeDled so
unlikely that they didn't war-
rant analysis." That philoso-
phy is really working well in
the Gulf, isn't it?
How bad could things get

in Alaska in the event of a
spill? IDlagine adding these
logistics to a Gulf-style spill:
"Shell would be drilling as
Dlany as 140Dliles offshore
in a reDlote, often hostile
environDlent. Even SUD1D1er
weather can Dlean 20-foot
seas and gale.force winds.
Fog Dlaysettle in for weeks,
and ice conditions can
change overnight. There are
no deep-water ports nearby;
and the closest full-size run-
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