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Meanwhile, back at the
schoolhouse, have you won-

- dered why Finland finishes
at the top of world education
rankings? Perhaps an insight
as to why might be is this
finding by Linda Darling-
Hammond in her book, “The
Flat World and Education:
How America’s Commitment
to Equity Will Determine
Our Future.”

She observes: “Prospective
teachers are competitively
selected from the pool of
college graduates — only 15
percent of those who apply
are admitted — and receive
a three-year graduate-level
teacher preparation pro-
gram, entirely free of charge

aiid with'a living stipend. Un-*

like the United States, wh re_
teachers either go into de
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enter with little or no train-
ing, Finland made the deci-
sion to invest in a uniformly
well-prepared teaching force
by recruiting top candidates
and paying them to go to
school. Slots in teacher train-
ing programs are highly
coveted and shortages are
virtually unheard of.”

Still on the education front,
a study by the JFK Medical
Center Sleep Laboratory
found that children who over
use electronic media before
bedtime — from cellphones
to video games — may have
mood or learning problems
during the day. The study
found that the average teen
studied sent/received 34 text
or e-mail messages per night
and 77 percent had trouble
falling asleep. A suggested
solution to the problem was
to turn off all electronics a
half-hour before bed. (It’s
called parenting.)

Finally, I recently learned
that style expert Felix Mer-
cado, who apparently dresses
celebrities, has identified five
“must-haves” for women’s
retro fashion for 2011. They
are: Black-framed glasses,
hourglass dresses, chunky
sweaters, high-waisted slacks
and kitten heels.

I'm still waiting for his
must-haves for men. I'm
pulling for relaxed fit jeans,
hooded sweatshirts, baseball
caps (with the brims prop-
erly curved), fleece vests,

" . and Converse black high-top(.

Chucks.
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