Sometimes | get confused
and it helps to just air things
out to see if the fog lifts. A
few items have fogged my
brain of late. (Please feel free
to insert joke here.)

Let’s start out with the new
statewide school district that
Governor Snyder is propos-
ing. In this big government
program, the state would put
underperforming schools
in the Detroit system plus
schools in the bottom 5 per-
cent in the rest of the state
into an Education Achieve-
ment System district. The
new district would be run by
a new state bureaucracy.

Now, part of the new deal
would be that private funds
would be raised so students
graduating from the new
district would be guaranteed
a scholarship to a two-year
college (which would eventu-
ally expand into a four-year
scholarship guarantee). (De-
troit Free Press)

So let me get this straight.
If you live in a district (like
Detroit) that has squan-
dered its money through
greed and corruption, has
an elected school board that
is completely irresponsible
and inefficient, has massive
budget deficits, and whose
parents have stood by and al-
lowed this to happen — your
“punishment” is that your
children will now get a free
ride to college.

On the other hand, if you
live in northern Michigan
and your school district has
done everything possible to
.. properly budget. your school
board has acied responsibly
on behalf of students, and
your district’s parents have
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(because many of the ge-
niuses in the legislature vot-
ing on it now will be dead by
then)? Since supposedly this
will be funded by donations,
will a whole new Department
of Fund Raising be a cabinet
level post in state govern-
ment? Are there telethons in
our future? .
Moving on but still in the
realm of politics, keep an eye
on the Flint mayoral elec-
tion coming up next month.
One of the candidates, Eric
Mays, says if he's elected he
has a way to create 4,000 jobs
immediately His plan is to
have everyone who wants a
Jjob sell bottled water. Basi-
cally, they would pay the
Watergalore company $12 for
10 bottles of water and then
sell each bottle for $1.50 per
bottle, thereby netting a $3
profit, Bingo! Instant jobs! __
Hmmmm...Let mé get this
straight. He's going to un-
leash 4,000 unemployed peo-

uninsured Americans leave
hospitals with unpaid tabs of
$49 billion per year. The gov-
ernment winds up paying at
least 75 percent of these un-
paid bills. The bottom line is
that taxpayers are, in effect,
paying health care costs for
all the uninsured who don't
(or can’t) pay their bills.

So, let me get this straight.
We're already paying $49 bil-
lion every year. According to
the Kaiser Foundation (using
the Massachusetts model)
covering all uninsured
Amertican would cost around
$150 billion per year. My cal-
culations tell me that we're
already spending one-third
of that $150 billion anyway,
so the task is to come up with
the other $100 billion every
year.

We've already spent more
than $433 billion on the war
in Afghanistan and $787
billion in Iraq. That total is
escalating by the minute, as

Now that kids won't even
know how to produce a sig-
nature you mean no one will
think to use a keyboard or
be able to duplicate common
printing in order to forge
names on documents? Is
everyone going to go back to
signing X" or will they be
creating a whole new set of
strange characters?

I'm sorry, as an old cur-
mudgeon I think this is a bad
idea. I spent endless hours
perfecting my handwriting
under the watchful eyes of
Dominican nuns and I have
the scarred knuckles to prove
it. A nun with a wooden ruler
is an ominous force indeed.
They taught me thisand |
agree 100 percent: “Printing
is for children and serial kill-
ers. Everyone else must use
cursive writing.”

JIM NEFF i573 local columnist. Read
Neff Zone columns online at www.
neffzone.com/cadillacnews.
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