You can't make up this

Well Kidlings, it’s time for
another round of “You Can't
Make Up This Stuff,” the
game based on my brother
Big Rob’s theory that reality
is stranger than any fiction.

As always we begin in Rob's
stomping grounds of Flint.
As reported on Mlive.com, it
seems that a county-owned
building needed roof repairs
and Genesee County received
a US. Departrhent of Energy
grant to do the work. As has
been the county's practice in
the past, the sheriff provided
some jail inmates to assist on
the project. The idea was that
the contractor would use free
inmate labor and then make a
donation to the county for the
use of that labor :

Ah, but nothing is that easy
or logical when the Feds are
involved. A county attorney
has advised the sheriff that
the Davis-Bacon Act requires
that the inmates be paid the
prevailing wage because the
work was federally funded.
This means the inmates
should have been paid 826.21
per hour. The sheriff says
he refuses to pay inmates,
the contractor and sub-
contractor have been served
with a violation notice of
federal standards, and the
whole issue has been sent to
the Department of Energy for
clarification.
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report says: “Cured salted
pork packed within the nasal
vaults successfully stopped
nasal hemorrhage promptly.”
This just reaffirms the notion
that bacon makes just about
everything better.

This news might be enough
to make you wanttohavea
party. If you're looking for
someplace to hold your shin-
dig, the National Funeral
Director’'s Association hasa
suggestion. Look into book-

'ing a room at a funeral home.

The association says thatina
2010 survey, 8.3 percent of the
respondents said they hosted

non-funeral events at their fa-

com. A Skuuzi is a wool mit-
ten with a can/bottle holder
woven into the end. It sort of
looks like a headcover for a
golf driver. Your hand stays
warm, like in a mitten, and
your beverage stays cold.
These are $29 each, but a par-
ty pack of 12 is just $220. And

who knows more about party-

ing than the Scandinavians?
Finally, more of a question
than an observation. I've
read all the articles about
the proposed roundabout at
the corner of Plett Road and
13th Street. I've also studied
the drawings and aerial map.
In allof these the attention,
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the roundabout, how does a
pedestrian (many of whom
might be children) cross
safely? I ask because I've tried
tocross this corner and, even
as currently configured, it'sa
challenge. Someone needs to
explain how the roundabout
will make the task any easler
or safer. As near as I can tell,
when it comes to pedestrians,
this corner has the potential
to become a game of Frogger
{with me being one of the
frogs).

JIM NEFF is a local columnist. Read
Neft Zone columns online at www.
neffzone.com/cadillacnews.



http://www.skuuzi.

