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VIEWPOINT
From the Cadillac News vision statement:

‘We fully recognize the enormous responsibility 
we have as the fourth estate and will ensure 

that our business has a positive effect 
on the communities we serve.’
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Contact your
Legislators

Governor 
Rick Snyder
P.O. Box 30013
Lansing, MI 48909
(517) 335-7858 — 
Constituent Services
Rick.Snyder@
michigan.gov

State 
Representatives

102nd District
Representative 
Phil Potvin serves 
Wexford and Osceola 
counties
S1386 House Office 
Building
PO Box 30014
Lansing, MI 48909
517-373-1747
philpotvin@
house.mi.gov
103rd District
Representative 
Bruce Rendon serves 
Missaukee County
S1387 House Office 
Bldg.
PO Box 30014
Lansing, MI 48909-7514
517-373-3817
brucerendon@
house.mi.gov
100th District
Jon Bumstead serves 
Lake County
P.O. Box 30014
S1289 House Office 
Bldg.
Lansing, MI 48909-7514
517-373-7317
E-mail:
jonbumstead@
house.mi.gov
State Senate
35th District
Darwin Booher serves 
Wexford, Missaukee, 
Lake and Osceola 
counties.
P.O. Box 30036
720 Farnum Building
Lansing, MI 48909-7536
517-373-1725
Fax: 517-373-0741
E-mail: 
SenDBooher@senate.
michigan.gov

U.S. Senate
Debbie Stabenow
133 Hart Senate 
Office Bldg.
Washington D.C. 
20510
202-224-4822
Traverse City office
3335 S. Airport Road 
West, Suite 6B
Traverse City, MI 
49684
231-929-1031
senator@
stabenow.senate.gov
Gary Peters
2 Russell Courtyard 
Office Building
Washington, D.C. 
20510
202-224-6221

U.S. House
4th District
John Moolenaar 
serves Missaukee,
Osceola and Wexford 
counties
117 Cannon House 
Office Building
Washington, D.C. 
20515
202-225-3561
Fax 202-225-9679
Midland office
135 Ashman Street
Midland, MI 48640
Phone: 989-631-2552
Fax: 989-631-6271
2nd District
Bill Huizenga serves 
portion of Lake 
County
1217 Longworth
House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 
20515
202-225-4401
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Congress shall make 
no law respecting 
an establishment 
of religion, or 
prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; 
or abridging the 
freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or 
the right of the 
people peaceably 
to assemble, 
and to petition 
the Government 
for a redress of 
grievances.

The First
Amendment

Speak Out
Mail to:
Cadillac News
P.O. Box 640 
Cadillac, MI 49601
E-mail to:
news@cadillacnews.
com or go through 
the Cadillac News’ 
Web site: 
www.cadillacnews.
com
Fax to: 
231-775-8790

Speak Out is a 
column in the 
Cadillac News 
reserved for readers 
in our circulation 
area to express 
opinions on local 
issues.
Letters that 
are libelous or 
defamatory should 
not be submitted for 
publication.
Letters should 
be individual 
expressions of 
opinions. 
Letters that are 
directed at an 
individual and not 
the general public 
should be sent to 
the individual.
Letters promoting 
or criticizing specific 
private business 
should be directed 
to the business and 
may not be printed 
in Speak Out. 
Separate issues into 
different letters. 
Letters that make 
personal attacks, 
either against public 
officials or the 
general public, will 
not be accepted.
Please sign your 
letter and include 
your home address. 
Also include a 
daytime telephone 
number at which 
the newspaper may 
contact you. 
Letters may be 
edited for clarity, 
style, grammar and 
spelling.
Letters about 
elections need to be 
submitted at least 
four publishing days 
prior to the election.
Letters regarding 
elections will not 
be accepted from 
candidates or their 
family members.
The opinions and 
facts expressed in 
Speak Out are those 
of the letter writer 
and are not those of 
the Cadillac News 
unless otherwise 
specified.

Send your Speak Out letters to the Cadillac News, 
P.O. Box 640, Cadillac, Mi., 49601, 

online at: speakout.cadillacnews.com, 
e-mail to news@cadillacnews.com or fax to (231) 775-8790. 

One glare from Sister Ve-
ronita or Sister Robertus 
could silence a room and 
make the toughest students 
behave like members of  a 
church choir. These nuns 
were among our teachers 
at Flint St. Michael High 
School in the 1960s. 

Their order was the Im-
maculate Heart of  Mary 
(IHM), which made them 
sound less terrifying than 
they actually were to us. 
They took no guff  and toler-
ated no nonsense. But they 
were there for us 24/7/365, 
and looking back, most of  
us would not trade our years 
at St. Mike’s for anything. 
There was a lot of  love and 
respect in that building. 

I thought of  this when 
I saw a letter to the editor 
from an IHM sister, Sister 
Mary Jane Herb, in last Sun-
day’s Detroit Free Press. It 
was such a compelling letter 
about today’s political atmo-
sphere that I sent it to all my 
classmates (Class of  1965). 
I received several replies, 
with the most common com-
ment being “Amen, Sister.” 

I agreed with classmate 
Mike, who has written a 
book about the state of  
American politics, “This 
is Your Government on 
Drugs” (www.guvondrugs.
com). He suggested, what 
today’s politicians need is 
“Sister Veronita upside their 
heads.” I gave him an “Amen, 
Brother.” 

I also heard from class-
mate Jean Ann, an IHM 
sister who lives at the IHM 
motherhouse in Monroe, 

Michigan. She told 
me: (Sister Herb) 
“...is the current 
president of  the 
IHM Sisters and 
it’s amazing all the 
things she does, 
in her quiet, dedi-
cated way.” 

This is what the 
letter said: “With 
the campaign sea-
son upon us, the 
IHM Leadership 
Council joins the 
Leadership Confer-
ence of  Women 
Religious in calling 
for civility and de-
cency in our politi-
cal discourse. 

We are a nation 
characterized by a variety 
of  beliefs and experiences. 
Our disagreements have the 
potential to challenge us to 
abandon easy certainty and 
seek a fuller truth. However, 
the way we handle our dis-
agreement spells the differ-
ence between building the 
common good and destroy-
ing the bonds that bind our 
nation together.

The need for courageous 
leadership has never been 
greater. But let’s refrain from 
language that disrespects, de-
humanizes or demonizes an-
other. Instead, let’s engage in 
careful listening and honest 
questioning. Let us honor the 
dignity of  those with whom 
we disagree and treat them 
with respect.” — Mary Jan 
Herb, President, IHM Sisters 
of  Monroe. 

“Amen, Sister!” I am old 
enough to recall elections 

where an hon-
est difference of  
opinion did not 
split families and 
cause neighbors 
stop speaking to 
each another. I 
remember in 1952 
and again in 1956 
the houses of  
boyhood friends 
Ronny and Tommy 
displayed plac-
ards for Dwight D. 
Eisenhower while 
the placard in my 
family’s front win-
dow was for Adlai 
Stevenson. That 
did not stop our 
mothers from hav-
ing coffee together, 

our dads letting us play 
Wiffle ball in the front yards 
or all of  us kids having what 
amounted to three sets of  
parents. Big Ron and Big 
Tom remain my best friends 
to this day. 

With all of  that said, I 
would add one more topic to 
the discussion — increasing 
participation in the political 
process. When more people 
vote, more power is in the 
hands of  the electorate. 
When fewer people vote, the 
power is in the hands of  elit-
ists. 

A movement is gaining 
momentum in this regard 
—  automatic voter registra-
tion. Instead of  our current 
system that says you can’t 
vote unless you register, this 
reform would default to reg-
istration unless you opt out. 

According to the Brennan 
Center for Justice: “Automat-

ic voter registration makes 
two transformative changes 
to voter registration. Eli-
gible citizens who interact 
with government agencies 
are registered to vote unless 
they decline, and agencies 
transfer voter-registration 
information electronically 
to election officials. These 
two changes would create a 
seamless process that will be 
more convenient and less er-
ror-prone for voters, agency 
staff  and election officials. 
This reform has the poten-
tial to boost registration 
rates, clean up the rolls, save 
money, make voting more 
convenient and reduce the 
potential for voter fraud.” 

Five states have already 
approved automatic voter 
registration measures and 
24 more are considering leg-
islation, including Michigan 
with Michigan Senate Bill 
735. 

(https://www.brennancen-
ter.org/analysis/automatic-
voter-registration)

None of  these changes 
or behaviors will happen 
overnight, but perhaps if  
people come together for the 
common good, our children 
and grandchildren will look 
back on this sorry span of  
American politics as a never-
to-be-repeated aberration of  
American history. 

For more about the IHM 
Sisters, go to www.ihmsis-
ters.org. 

JIM NEFF is a local columnist. 
Read Neff Zone columns online at 
CadillacNews.com and NeffZone.
com/cadillacnews.

Amen, Sister!

Neff
Zone

Jim
Neff

 

BY JOEL MATHIS AND BEN BOYCHUK
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

This week’s Democratic 
National Convention opened 
with a stunning display of  
disunity: Supporters of  Sen. 
Bernie Sanders booed and 
shouted down the first day’s 
speakers, and on Tuesday, 
after Hillary Clinton was 
formally nominated for pres-
ident, they invaded the con-
vention’s press tent to make 
their displeasure known. Ma-
ny Sanders supporters say 
they won’t vote for Clinton, 
even at the risk of  getting 
Donald Trump elected.

Why are these Democrats 
so angry? Joel Mathis and 
Ben Boychuk, the RedBlueA-
merica columnists, debate 
the issue.

JOEL MATHIS
I’m not so sure Democrats 

are that angry.
Yes, there are a bunch of  

Bernie bros in Philadelphia 
this week, booing and dem-
onstrating and making a 
fuss. But I suspect a number 
of  them — like Sanders him-
self, an independent who ran 
for the Democratic nomina-
tion — aren’t Democrats in 
the sense that they’ve spent 
years in the party, shaping its 
platform and working to elect 
its candidates. Instead, like 
Sanders, they’re insurgents, 
folks who attempted a hostile 
takeover and didn’t succeed.

But even if  they are Demo-
crats and are angry, there’s 
only one proper response to 
them at this point: It’s time to 
move on.

If  you’re liberal and 
watched the anger-fest that 

was the Repub-
lican National 
Convention and 
still think that 
you shouldn’t 
vote for Clinton 
— thus giving 
the presidency to 
Trump — I don’t 
know what to say 
to you.

If  you’re American and 
watched Trump on Wednes-
day ask Russia to hand over 
emails hacked from Clinton’s 
server, and you still think 
Trump the more deserving 
candidate, well, I can’t imag-
ine an argument that would 
persuade you otherwise.

If  you think transparency 
is important and you see 
Trump becoming the first 
presidential candidate in 
40 years to refuse to release 
his tax returns, I don’t know 
what more is needed to 
ensure your support of  his 
chief  opponent.

Trump gives every sign of  
being the most dangerous 
candidate for America — and 
for America’s allies — since 
segregationist icon George 
Wallace ran for the Demo-
cratic nomination in 1972.

Almost all the things you 
think you hate about Clinton 
— except, possibly, on the is-
sue of  trade deals — would 
be worse under Trump. A 
Trump presidency would 
make America a meaner, ug-
lier, more selfish nation.

Sanders, incidentally 
agrees. “It is easy to boo,” he 
told supporters this week. 
“But it is harder to look your 
kids in the face who would 
be living under a Donald 
Trump.”

Are there angry Demo-

crats? Sure. Do 
they deserve 
their anger? Pos-
sibly. But you 
know who will 
make everybody 
a lot angrier over 
the next four 
years? Trump.

BEN BOYCHUK
The Republicans may be in 

disarray, fielding a vulgarian 
of  a nominee who apparently 
thinks the U.S. Constitution 
has 12 articles (it only has 
five) and that he “alone” can 
fix America’s broken system.

But the Democrats have 
real problems.

Clinton is viewed as deeply 
corrupt, and not just by the 
“vast right-wing conspiracy.” 
The left wing of  the party 
despises her. Protestors on 
Monday marched through 
the sweltering streets of  
Philadelphia, chanting, “Hell 
no, DNC, we won’t vote for 
Hillary!”

Rank-and-file Democrats 
were also peeved to learn just 
days before their convention 
opened that their party’s 
leadership is corrupt, too.

A week ago, “the system is 
rigged” was a political cliche. 
After the release on Friday 
of  more than 15,000 emails 
hacked from the Democratic 
National Committee, it’s a 
political fact.

In all likelihood the Rus-
sians were behind the hack. 
But so far nobody has disput-
ed the content of  the emails, 
which clearly show that the 
DNC was working behind 
the scenes to deny Sanders a 
real shot at the nomination. 
Those revelations cost DNC 

Chairwoman Debbie Wasser-
man Schultz her job.

And for many Democrats, 
anger is mixed with the 
pain of  betrayal over the 
discovery that their anti-
establishment heroes are 
nothing more than party 
loyalists after all. How else to 
explain delegates screaming, 
“We trusted you!” when Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., 
claimed Clinton is the only 
candidate capable of  getting 
big money out of  politics?

What a joke. This is 
the same candidate who 
“earned” $250,000 to deliver 
a speech to big wigs at Gold-
man Sachs, a speech she 
still refuses to release to the 
public. And this is the same 
candidate whose family foun-
dation is under federal in-
vestigation for trading dona-
tions from foreign countries 
for official favors when she 
was still serving as secretary 
of  state.

For over a year, the pundits 
and the professional pols 
insisted that Trump was a 
disaster of  a candidate. He 
wouldn’t last the summer. He 
would be out by January. He 
would never win the nomina-
tion. He could never win the 
presidency.

But Trump was a distrac-
tion. The real disaster was 
unfolding in the Democratic 
Party. This week, everyone 
got a chance to see it up close.

BEN BOYCHUK (bboychuk@city-
journal.org) is associate editor 
of the Manhattan Institute’s 
City Journal. Joel Mathis (joelm-
mathis@gmail.com) is associate 
editor for Philadelphia Magazine. 
Visit them on Facebook: www.
facebook.com/benandjoel

Why are Democrats so angry?
RED & 
BLUE  

America


